548                            PSYCHIATRY IN A TROUBLED WORLD

criminalism, drug addiction, pathological lying, or sexual misconduct in the
service and cannot be rehabilitated to render useful service.

615-369, 20 July 1944. Discharge for inaptness, lack of required degree
of adaptability, or enuresis.

THE SURGEON GENERAL'S LETTERS
These were issued as the necessity arose, during the first years of the
war, through 1943. At that time they were replaced by other media which
had been cleared and co-ordinated through a higher authority (Adjutant Gen-
eral's Office). On reorganization of the War Department in 1946, circulars
from the Office of the Surgeon General were instituted. The most important
of these letters and circulars dealing with psychiatry included:
SGO Letters 1941. Four letters were issued in 1941 which affected neuro-
psychiatry: Letter 12 on 19 February, Letter 19 on 12 March, Letter 64 on
24 June, Letter 106 on 21 October. Only Letter 19 is of more than passing
interest. In this the various types of psychiatric and neurological syndromes
are outlined for the examiners of selectees for induction.
SGO Letter 77, 29 July 1942. Interpreted WD Cir 270 of 1941, regard-
ing the use of discretion and the middle road in the discharge of enlisted men
on the basis of "disability, inaptness, or undesirable traits of character."
SGO Letter 99, 4 September 1942. Urged rapid disposition of mental
cases in Army hospitals, in which it was pointed out that there was an ac-
cumulation of mental cases that had become a major problem, and hospital
commanders were urged to speed up the dispositions.
SGO Letter 103, 9 September 1942. Prescribed the method of hospitaliza-
tion of mental cases in the WAAC
SGO Letter 88, 23 April 1943. Authorized shock therapy.
SGO Letter no, 2 June 1943* Concerned with the disposition of the
insane and instructions for the delivery of psychotic patients to the custody
of relatives.
SGO Letter 149, 12 August 1943- Authorized occupational therapy for
the general hospitals. (There were not nearly sufficient occupational therapists
for even this group of hospitals so that they were not authorized for the
smaller hospitals or the overseas hospitals.)
SGO Letter 168, 21 September 1943. Established convalescent recondi-
tioning in general hospitals, but no mention of the psychiatric patients.
SGO Letter 176, 20 October 1943. Described the organization and treat*
ment of NP conditions in the combat zone. This was the first comprehensive
presentation of psychiatric treatment in the Army, but it was limited to combat
casualties.